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CC0/Ingo	Joseph/Pixabay	You’ve	finally	done	it.	You’ve	made	the	transition	to	the	Google	Play	Store.	Getting	used	to	a	new	system	is	exciting—and	sometimes	challenging—as	you	learn	where	to	locate	what	you	need.	Fortunately,	once	you	master	the	download	process,	you’ll	be	filling	up	your	smartphone	or	tablet	with	all	your	favorite	apps.Locate
the	Google	Play	Store	App	To	find	the	Google	Play	Store	on	your	device,	go	to	the	apps	section	on	your	device.	In	some	cases	it’s	as	easy	as	swiping	up	from	the	bottom	of	your	screen.	If	your	device	doesn’t	have	this	as	an	option,	find	the	triangle-shaped	icon	in	your	apps.	Tap	it	to	open	the	Google	Play	Store	directly	on	the	device.You	need	a	Gmail
account	to	use	this	service.	The	app	will	link	to	your	email	account,	which	makes	it	easy	to	backup	your	apps,	photos,	videos	and	other	files	in	Google’s	cloud	storage	system.	This	is	particularly	handy	if	you’re	someone	who	enjoys	getting	the	newest	devices.	You	can	log	in	to	your	Google	account	and	have	access	to	your	previously	downloaded	apps
and	saved	files.Find	the	Apps	You	Want	to	Download	There	are	several	ways	to	find	apps	to	install	on	your	device.	You	can	search	for	apps	by	name	or	type	or	try	out	an	app	that	the	store	suggests	for	you.	If	you	know	the	name	of	the	app	you’re	looking	for—like	Twitter,	Spotify	or	your	bank—type	the	name	in	the	search	bar	at	the	top	of	the	screen.
Choose	the	app	you	want	from	the	list.If	you’re	looking	for	a	general	type	of	app,	such	as	a	messenger	app,	type	that	phrase	in	the	search	box.	Google	Play	will	give	you	a	list	of	different	apps	that	are	tagged	to	match	your	search	criteria.	When	you	see	one	you	think	you’re	interested	in,	click	it	to	download	the	app.	Google	sometimes	offers	you
suggestions	for	apps	it	thinks	you’d	like.	You	can	check	them	out	by	tapping	on	them	for	download.Install	the	Apps	After	you	click	the	button	to	select	the	app,	Google	Play	shows	you	information	about	the	app,	including	its	creator,	tags	that	relate	to	it,	price,	reviews	from	other	users	and	a	green	button	that	says	“Install.”	Press	that	button,	and	the
device	automatically	downloads	and	installs	it	as	long	as	there	is	storage	space	available.	How	to	Update	Your	Apps	You	should	keep	your	installed	apps	up	to	date.	From	time	to	time,	developers	send	out	notifications	when	they’ve	updated	their	apps.	These	updates	range	from	fixing	bugs	in	the	way	the	app	works	to	adding	new	features.	Some	apps
update	on	their	own,	but	others	require	your	permission	to	complete.	Keeping	up	with	these	updates	ensures	that	you	always	have	the	latest	version	of	the	app	that	the	developer	supports.To	find	out	if	your	downloaded	apps	have	updates,	open	your	Google	Play	Store.	Click	the	three	lines	at	the	top	left	corner	of	the	screen	and	locate	the	“My	Apps	&
Games”	section.	You’ll	see	three	tabs.	The	first	tab	takes	you	to	a	list	of	your	apps	sorted	by	“recently	updated”	and	“updates	pending.”	From	here,	you	can	either	update	all	your	apps	or	choose	which	apps	to	update	individually.How	to	Uninstall	Apps	Sometimes	you	accidentally	download	an	app	that	you	don’t	really	want	or	need	or	you	want	to	clear
up	some	space	on	your	device.	When	this	happens,	you	need	to	know	how	to	uninstall	apps	you’ve	downloaded.	On	many	phones,	you	can	do	this	directly	on	the	phone	interface	without	entering	the	Google	Play	Store.If	you’d	rather	do	this	in	the	Google	Play	Store,	open	it.	Locate	the	app	using	the	search	bar	at	the	top	of	the	screen.	Tap	the	app	and
find	the	button	to	uninstall	it.	You’ll	have	to	confirm	this	step	to	indicate	that	you	really	want	to	uninstall	the	app.	Don’t	worry,	though.	You	can	go	back	in	to	download	it	in	the	future	if	you	need	it.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	Photo	Courtesy:	Future	Publishing/Getty	Images	If	you	have	a	new	phone,	tablet	or	computer,	you’re
probably	looking	to	download	some	new	apps	to	make	the	most	of	your	new	technology.	Short	for	“application,”	apps	let	you	do	everything	from	listening	to	music	to	syncing	your	phone	to	your	car	to	playing	games.	With	so	many	apps	to	choose	from,	however,	it	can	be	a	bit	daunting	if	you	don’t	know	how	to	download	them.	Fortunately,	downloading
apps	can	be	quick,	simple	and	easy	regardless	of	the	kind	of	technology	you’re	using.	Read	on	to	learn	about	how	and	where	to	download	apps.	How	Downloading	Apps	Works	When	you	download	a	file	on	the	net,	whether	from	a	store	or	elsewhere,	a	file	hosted	on	an	online	server	is	copied	onto	your	computer.	If	you’ve	ever	been	online,	either	on	a
phone	or	computer,	you’ve	likely	already	downloaded	files	on	many	occasions.	Apps	are	no	different	—	they’re	just	specific	kinds	of	files	you	download	from	the	internet.	Photo	Courtesy:	Scott	Barbour/Getty	Images	Apps	are	typically	set	up	as	executable	(.exe)	files,	although	apps	meant	for	Apple	devices	often	come	as	either	APP	(.app)	or	DMG	(.dmg)
files.	Sometimes	(especially	when	it’s	meant	for	computers),	an	app	is	compressed	into	a	ZIP	file	(.zip	or	.zipx)	to	save	space.	To	do	this,	you	may	need	another	program,	such	as	WinZip	or	7-Zip,	to	open	it,	although	you	may	also	be	able	to	open	it	by	left-	or	right-clicking	if	your	device	came	with	the	ability	to	open	ZIP	files.	In	many	cases,	however,
downloading	an	app	is	as	simple	as	clicking	a	button	on	an	app’s	page.	As	long	as	there’s	enough	space	left	on	your	device,	the	app	will	likely	be	ready	for	use	once	it’s	done	downloading.	Apps	From	Google	Play	Android	is	an	operating	system	used	for	phones,	tablets	and	more.	Odds	are	that	if	your	phone	isn’t	an	iPhone,	it’s	probably	an	Android
device	—	brands	include	Samsung,	Huawei,	LG,	Motorola,	ZTE	and	many	more.	To	download	apps	for	an	Android	device,	you	can	either	visit	the	Android	website	or	use	the	Google	Play	app.	(It’s	often	pre-installed	on	phones	and	tablets,	so	you	may	already	have	it.)	Be	aware	that	you’ll	likely	be	prompted	to	sign	in	with	your	Google	account	or	create
one	if	you	haven’t	already.	Photo	Courtesy:	SOPA	Images/Getty	Images	Open	the	Google	Play	store	on	your	device	and	then	search	for	the	specific	name	of	the	app	or	any	broader	category	that	might	interest	you.	Click	on	the	app	result	to	learn	more	about	it.	If	the	app	is	free,	it	should	begin	to	download;	if	not,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	pay	for	it.	Either
way,	once	the	file	is	downloaded,	you’re	good	to	go.	Downloading	Windows	Apps	Microsoft	hosts	apps	on	its	website,	which	you	can	access	via	any	device	with	a	web	browser.	You	can	use	the	site	to	download	apps	for	tablets,	computers,	phones,	Xbox	consoles,	virtual	reality	sets	and	more,	so	it’s	important	to	check	the	system	requirements	on	each
app’s	page	to	ensure	that	the	app	is	compatible	with	your	device.	Photo	Courtesy:	Kim	Kulish/Getty	Images	Select	whichever	free	or	paid	app	you’re	interested	in	to	see	a	brief	description	of	the	app.	If	you	choose	a	paid	app,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	enter	your	credit	card	information	or	a	gift	card	to	complete	your	order.	Using	the	Apple	App	Store	The
Apple	App	Store	hosts	apps	designed	for	iPhones,	iPads	and	other	Apple	devices.	As	with	Google	Play,	it’s	often	pre-installed	on	phones.	Like	other	app	stores,	it	lets	you	filter	apps	by	category,	including	featured	apps,	newest	apps,	popular	apps,	themed	categories	and	more.	Choose	the	app	you	want	and	follow	the	onscreen	directions	to	download	it
to	your	device.	You’ll	need	to	log	in	or	create	an	account	complete	the	purchase.	Photo	Courtesy:	Picture	Alliance/Getty	Images	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	There	was	a	time	when	apps	applied	only	to	mobile	devices.	Thanks	to	Microsoft,	apps	are	also	the	go-to	programs	for	computers	running	Windows	8	and	Windows	10.	You’ll	need
to	know	how	to	download	an	app	from	the	Windows	Store	if	you	run	a	Windows	operating	system.Apps	for	ComputersIn	most	cases,	programs	and	apps	or	applications	are	synonymous.	Programs	and	apps	must	be	installed	on	a	system.	Once	installed,	the	software	interfaces	with	the	computer	or	device	to	perform	specific	actions.Computer	apps
usually	have	multiple	features	with	extensive	capabilities.	Depending	on	the	type	of	app,	you	may	need	to	have	administrative	permissions	prior	to	installation.Microsoft	Store	AppsThe	Microsoft	Store	distributes	apps	and	programs	designed	to	run	on	computers	with	Windows	8.1	or	Windows	10.	These	apps	can	be	accessed	with	mouse	and	keyboard,
digital	pens	and	touchscreens.	You	can	run	one	app	at	a	time,	or	you	can	use	more	than	one	app	concurrently.The	Microsoft	Store	maintains	strict	approval	of	all	apps	to	ensure	they	don’t	come	with	extra	bloatware.	Apps	are	also	prevented	from	containing	adult	content.After	purchasing	and	installing	an	app,	you	get	free	updates.Universal	Windows
AppsUniversal	Windows	apps	are	similar	to	Microsoft	Store	apps,	but	they’ll	work	on	other	types	of	devices	as	well.	These	apps	will	also	install	on	desktops	and	laptops	with	Windows	10,	tablets	running	Windows	10,	Xbox	One	systems	and	smartphones	running	Windows	10	mobile.Because	there’s	some	overlap	with	app	names,	it’s	easy	to	get
confused	about	the	app	you	need	for	your	computer	or	device.	Microsoft	Store	apps	are	made	for	devices	with	touchscreens.	Apps	not	optimized	for	touchscreens	are	commonly	referred	to	as	“desktop	apps.”Windows	App	Store	for	PCThe	Windows	App	Store	offers	apps	for	download.	Sort	and	search	for	apps	for	Windows	10,	by	device,	for	gaming,
entertainment	and	business.	Some	apps	are	free,	while	others	require	payment.To	download	an	app,	peruse	the	app	listings	and	click	on	an	app	you	wish	to	have.	If	it’s	free,	you’ll	see	a	“get”	button	to	click,	which	will	download	it	to	your	computer	or	device.	If	it’s	not	free,	you’ll	click	“buy”	and	enter	your	payment	information.Downloading	and
InstallingTo	download,	you’ll	have	the	option	to	have	use	of	the	app	on	just	the	device	you’re	currently	using	or	across	all	of	your	options.	Wait	while	the	app	downloads.	Once	the	download	finishes,	you	can	pin	it	to	your	start	menu	and	launch	it	to	use	it	for	the	first	time.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET
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